An improved method for the determination of acetylcholinesterase activity in rectal biopsy tissue from patients with Hirschsprung's disease.
A method is described for the assay of acetylcholinesterase in tissue samples using the selective cholinesterase inhibitor, lysivane (10-(alpha-diethylaminopropyl) phenothiazine hydrochloride). Significantly increased enzyme activity is found in rectal biopsy specimens from patients with Hirschsprung's disease (p less than 0.001) indicating the diagnostic usefulness of the assay.